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vast, the technique something to be formed in an entirely
modern way (Fig. 31).

But one important aspect of the use of concrete is this :
It brings design and structure into closer relationship than
does any other material; and any great increase in its
popularity will bring the architect and engineer into in-
creasingly close contact. Yet each will still maintain his
entity, for the use of concrete will by no means reduce the
task of either partner in solving problems which will more
than continue to keep pace with scientific and aesthetic de-
velopments.

Systems for providing a framework for buildings are cer-
tainly available in many forms, all of which are practical and
satisfactory in use; and steel, reinforced concrete, canti-
levered slab construction,, are at the architect's service for
buildings of various type. The skeleton is sound, and well
adapted on the whole to present needs. But there remains
the question of the skin, the envelope which is to be stretched
upon the frame.

At this stage must be considered a question which has an
important bearing on the future of architectural develop-
ment; this question relates to the relative permanence of
buildings.

Sir Owen Williams, the distinguished engineer, has
been reported as pointing out (vide The National Builder,
January, 1929) the need for distinguishing between the
monumental building, intended to last as long as our
civilisation, and the ephemeral type of building, which
should not outlive its usefulness. * The commercial build-
ing must have a life fixed by economic necessities and, like
motor cars, should be easily scrapped when new conditions
arise/